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HOUSEKEEPERS '  CHAT  Tuesday,  January  2,  I93U. 

( FOR  BROADCAST  USE  QELY) 

Subject:  "Questions  and  Answers."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics 
and  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  U.S.D.A. 
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The  questions  that  come  to  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  sometimes  come  by 
letter  and  sometimes  come  by  package.     I  saw  some  of  the  package  questions  in  the 

clothing  laboratory  the  other  day.     Sad  sights  some  of  them  were,  too    wardrobe 

tragedies,  clothes  that  had  proved  noor  buys,  fabric  that  had  gone  to  pieces  before 
its  time  and  so  on. 

Well,  the  specialists  say  the  trouble  was  the  result  of  a  wrong  bleaching 
process  which  damaged  the  goods.    They  called  this  silk  print  a  "discharge 
print."    That  was  a  new  term  to  me.     I  asked  them  to  explain  it.    They  explained 
that  the  white  figures    were  bleached  in,  not  woven  in.    And  they  said  that  most 
dark  fabrics  with  small  v/hite  figures  or  dots  are  made  by  discharge  printing. 
First,  the  fabric  is  a  plain  dark  color  all  over.    Then,   it  passes  between  rollers 
which  apply  a  bleaching  paste  to  the  fabric.    This  bleaching  paste  takes  out  the 
dye  in  certain  places  and  makes  the  little  white  figures  stand  out  against  the 
dark  background. 

ITow  if  the  bleach  isn't  too  strong,  and  if  it  is  neutralized  properly,  no 
harm  comes  to  the  fabric.    But  if  the  work  is  carelessly  done,  then  the  white 
places  in  the  cloth  are  left  too  tender  to  stand  wear.    This  may  happen  on  silk 
prints  or  on  cotton  prints.    The  specialists  showed  me  not  only  dresses  but  also 
bandanna  handkerchiefs  damaged  this  way. 

Well,  to  avoid  paying  good  money  for  materials  that  turn  out  so  badly,  wise 
shoppers  will  keep  their  eyes  out  for    discharge  prints.    Of  course,   there  is  no 
test  you  can  make  in  the  store  to  see  whether  the  bleaching  has  been  done  well  or 
not,  but  you  can  be  on  your  guard  against  cheap,  low-quality  fabric  or  so-called 
"bargain"  silk  and  cotton  prints,  with  white  dots  or  figures. 

Speaking  of  wardrobe  tragedies,  at  this  time  of  year  the  sweaters  and 
knitted  materials  are  the  fabrics  that  often  suffer  loss  of  shape  and  looks. 
Some  get  badly  stretched  and  out  of  shape  during  laundering.    Others  shrink  or 
become  hard  and  matted.    Every  now  and  then  somebody  tells  me  about  a  wool  knitted 
garment  that  was  ruined  by  its  first  shampoo.     I  think  that's  a  sad  shame,  because- 
washing  these  garments  is  easy  and  a  big  saving  on  the  cleaning  bill.    The  secret 
of  having  them  come  out  like  new,  fluffy  and  clean  and  in  their  original  size 
and  form,  all  depends  on  temperature  and  handling.     Wool  knitted  garments  need 
lukewarm  water  for  both  washing  and  rinsing  and  lukewarm  air  for  drying.  Extremes 
of  heat  and  cold  do  damage.    Then,   these  garments  need  gentle  handling. 
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You  drop  them  in  lukewarm  suds  and  squeeze  the  dirt  out,  never  nib  nor 
twist.    Use  milk  soap,   too.     When  you  have  rinsed  the  garment  thoroughly  and 
squeezed  out  the  rinse  water,   lay  it  on  a  big  Turkish  towel  to  dry.     Dry  flat. 
Don't  ever  hang.    Hanging  pulls  the  fabric  out  of  shape. 

To  be  sure  that  your  sweater  will  dry  the  right  size,  better  measure  it 
and  write  down  the  measurements  before  it  goes  in  the  tub.    Then  when  you  lay  it 
out  to  dry,  you  can  shape  it  according  to  these  measurements. 

Here's  another  letter.     Please  page  the  spot  and  stain  specialist.  We 
have  a  call  for  an  expert's  advice  on  how  to  take  out  cod-liver  oil  stains.  The 
specialists  say  that  the  treatment  depends  on  whether  the  stain  is  fresh  or 
whether  it  is  far  advanced.    Fresh  clear  cod-liver  oil  spots  will  come  out  by 
rubbing  promptly  with  a  little  dry-cleaning  solvent  or  a  grease  solvent  like 
carbon  tetrachloride.    Then  wash  the  garment  thoroughly  in  lukewarm  suds.  Old 
dark  stains  take  more  drastic  treatment,  probably  bleaching.    You  can  take  them 
off  white  cotton  or  linen  with  a  chlorine  bleach.    To  remove  them  from  white 
silks  or  wool,   so  ale  in  fresh  peroxide  and  wash  in  lukewarm  suds.    Then  rinse. 

Our  last  question  on  the  program  is  about  storing  cabbage.     Somebody  want 
to  know  what  temperature  keeps  cabbage  best.     Well,  odd  as  it  may  seem,  cabbage 
keeps  best  at  the  freezing  point  —  ~}2  degrees  Fahrenheit.    But  even  at  this 
most  favorable  temperature  cabbage  will  show  some  shrinkage  after  a  three  months 
storage  period.     At  warmer  temperatures  the  heads  may  start  to  break  and  form 
seed  stalks,  or  to  rot  and  shrink  badly. 

Tomorrow:     "Winter  Fish  Dishes." 


